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So now it’s my pleasure to introduce our opening speaker, Chelsea Clinton; and in doing that I 
want to start by noting how the World Food Prize from its very inception, from when Al Clausi 
started it, has been a bipartisan endeavor. The wonderful picture we had last week in the paper 
of Iowa’s four governors around Dr. Borlaug, two Democrats, two Republicans taken with him 
on Norman Borlaug Day, two weeks before an election. And it represents what Iowa and what 
the World Food Prize and what combatting hunger is, how it brings people together. 

But there’s an interesting connection that goes back all the way to the 1980s when the World 
Food Prize was started. And its secretariat was at the Winrock Foundation in Arkansas. And 
then Governor Bill Clinton and First Lady Hillary Clinton were always very gracious in 
welcoming Al Clausi and others to the governor’s mansion and making the World Food Prize 
feel at home there. And after that we continued this in our announcements and partnership 
with the State Department when Colin Powell was Secretary of State. And I was telling people 
today, Norman Borlaug had his 90th birthday at the State Department with candles on the cake, 
and Secretary Powell was there. And that was continued under Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton who for four years in a row was there when we announced our winner and also very 
pleased, while Norman Borlaug was still alive, she unveiled the principles of Feed the Future 
with Republican and Democratic Iowa congressional leaders all there in the room at the same 
time. 

For me personally, I know I started as Deputy Assistant Secretary of State under President Bush 
41 and was ambassador to Cambodia, appointed by President Bill Clinton. And together with 
the money provided through USAID, we used that together. And one of the greatest 
accomplishments of the Bush 41 presidency and the Bill Clinton presidency was that, using 
Norman Borlaug’s agricultural technology in building roads, we eradicated, destroyed and 
eliminated the Khmer Rouge, the single worst terrorist genocidal organization of the second 
half of the 20th century. And so that is the background of all of this, of being here. 

And having Sir Fazle Abed and BRAC and what they do through their NGO, to have the vice-
chair of the Clinton Foundation and the Clinton Global Initiative here to give the opening 
remarks is particularly poignant. The Clinton Global Initiative has enabled 30,000 American 
school kids to have healthy food as they combat childhood obesity; 85,000 farmers in Malawi, 
Rwanda, Tanzania, opportunity to use climate-smart agriculture; 400,000 social enterprises in 
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Latin America, the Caribbean and South Asia assisted, and 9.9 million people in 70 countries 
having HIV AIDS medicine available to them at negotiated, fair prices.  

Chelsea Clinton herself has been involved in this in a remarkable way. She has the shared goal 
of making the Foundation one of the most effective and efficient global NGOs in the world, just 
Sir Fazle, as you did. And she works in a number of the areas of the Foundation but always 
with the full participation project, working to advance the full participation of women and girls, 
and that’s why it’s so important and appropriate that she’s here today to do this. She teaches at 
Columbia University, has an MPH from Columbia, undergrad degree from Stanford, Master of 
Philosophy and a doctorate in International Relations from Oxford. And she’s an author, and 
her new book is called, It’s Your World — Get Informed, Get Inspired and Get Going. It’s just what 
Norman Borlaug always told us. 

So with that, it is my pleasure to introduce to you Chelsea Clinton. 

(Hope that was okay.) 

 
Chelsea Clinton 
Vice Chair, Clinton Foundation  
 
That was more than okay. Thank you. Thank you, Ken, for that quite extraordinary and 
humbling introduction. Thank you to Mr. John Ruan, the chairman of the World Food Prize, 
and to everyone at the World Food Prize for inviting me here this afternoon. Thank you to 
Lieutenant Governor Kim Reynolds and the state of Iowa for hosting us here today. I have to 
say what an honor it is to be with Sir Fazle Hasan Abed, the founder of BRAC and someone I 
have long admired and how it is equally an honor to be here with Miss Jeanie Borlaug Laube, 
Dr. Borlaug’s daughter.  

I know that events like this often are the work of sort of sherping all year round. So I heard 
earlier from Ken that there are only 11 people full time on the World Food Prize staff. So that 
just must have been a Herculean effort to organize this, so I want to thank all of you for having 
us. And I had the opportunity before coming here this afternoon to meet with some of the 
extraordinary Borlaug-Ruan intern alums. And I was so tremendously impressed and left even 
more optimistic than I arrived earlier this morning. 

I’m so grateful that I was asked to talk about the role of empowering, enfranchising, and 
including women and girls in solving our food security challenges. As I know many of you are 
aware, we have a crisis at the moment that will only amplify as we have more and more people. 
We currently have at least 800 million people who are not getting the nutritious food that they 
need, and we certainly are not on track at the moment to be able to feed the 9 billion people we 
expect to have on earth by 2050. And we fundamentally believe at the Clinton Foundation, and I 
imagine there are many here who agree, that ensuring that women have the same access to the 
same opportunities, the same inputs, the same capital that men do around the world is a crucial, 
vital and necessary part of solving that challenge. And as vice chair of the Clinton Foundation, 
I’m proud that we’re part of trying to do that work on the ground in Malawi, Rwanda and 
Tanzania, as you heard Ken mention in his introduction.  
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We work in partnership with governments, and I’m so thrilled that you’re having former 
President Joyce Banda, who is one of my heroines and someone who was part of starting our 
work with the Clinton Development Initiative in Malawi a few years ago; because we believe 
that NGOs like the Clinton Foundation are really there to help fill the gap between what the 
public sector currently provides as a public good and what the private sector has a sufficiently 
robust business case to produce. And we believe that we always need to have an exit strategy 
whenever we enter into partnership with governments and businesses. 

And so, what we do through the Clinton Development Initiative is to aggregate together groups 
of smallholder farmers to help them have access to better quality seed, better quality fertilizer, 
technical training so that they understand how best to use the fertilizer and the seed, access to 
climate-smart agriculture possibilities like crop rotation and mulching and agroforestry.  And 
we’re deeply committed to ensuring that women are part of everything we do. And there was 
amazing music that just went off that I think says that...—yes, thank you—that the cell phone 
companies and hopefully all of us agree.  

In our programs we have thresholds of at least 40% participation by women smallholder 
farmers, and I am thrilled that we have exceeded that in every country in which we work and 
every community in which we work. That means we’re above what we think is the average in 
Sub-Saharan Africa, which is 43% in terms of women smallholder participation. We don't know 
that with a sufficiently robust understanding because of all the data gaps that we face in 
mapping out the challenges but also the opportunities. And agriculture is something I hope that 
we can talk more about during the subsequent panel. 

As we say in my family, investing and empowering girls and women isn’t just the right thing to 
do—it’s the smart thing to do. Ken mentioned my mother’s program, Feed the Future, through 
work that was sponsored by the U.S. State Department. We know that, if smallholder female 
farmers in Sub-Saharan Africa had access to the same quality seed and fertilizer but, equally 
important, access to the same levels of capital at the same interest rates as their male colleagues 
did, Sub-Saharan Africa could feed itself. That is in all of our interest, and we’re trying to do our 
part to help solve that challenge.  

We also think it’s equally important that women farmers aren’t only participants but also 
leaders through the Clinton Development Initiative but also more broadly. Our lead farmers, in 
cooperation with field officers and government extension workers, are at the heart of our 
agronomic training. They act as peer mentors to the farmers who join the training. They host 
and own and maintain active demonstration plots so that farmers can visit their plots to see if 
they’re interested in joining our program. They’re really the leaders in helping to educate others 
on the climate-smart agriculture policies. And I’m proud that, although we have a threshold of 
30% of our lead farmers being women, again that’s something that we’ve exceeded in every 
country and every community in which we work. 

And so what does that mean in the areas where we work? What does it mean to have really 
empowered female farmers? Well, I’d like to share a couple of stories that we certainly have 
front and center as why we continue to work so hard in this area. 

Wazia Chawala is from Tanzania. She’s a single mother. She’s younger than I am at 35. She has 
seven children. She relies on her crops to both feed her family and generate income. Since 
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joining our program, she has become a demonstration plot owner and one of the project’s most 
successful lead farmers ever. She’s increased her yields by a thousand percent… Yeah, wow. 
And she’s earned enough money to buy a cow and to send all seven of her children to school, 
including her girls. She’s also become an active advocate for why it’s so important for female 
farmers to step up to be leaders and why it’s so important that female and male farmers send 
their boys and girls to school. She’s also a role model and changing perceptions in her 
community about what women can do and can become. To me, that’s pretty remarkable. She’s 
not only changing her family’s future, she’s changing her community’s future. 

We’ve also been privileged to work with Lucy Banda in Malawi (not related to President 
Banda). She joined our program in 2012 after she walked through a friend’s field and noticed 
that here friend’s field was more productive in both the corn and soya crops that she was 
growing. By working with her field officer and learning new techniques to improve the quality 
of her soil, Lucy has been able to increase her yearly income from $50 to $750 in just two years. 
She decided that she believed so strongly in this that she became the secretary of her local club 
and that she also was going to help other women take leadership positions, taking 
responsibility not only for her own advancement but for her cohorts’ advancement as well. 
She’s used her additional income to, yes, also send her children to school, to build a new home, 
to add solar panels to her home so that her children can do their homework at night. She bought 
an ox cart and two ox to pull it. And as she increases her soya production further, she plans to 
finish her house by pouring a concrete floor and buying a vehicle so that she can better get her 
product to market and help ensure that her family and her community can get to the hospital 
when they need more advanced healthcare than is available in their local clinic. She, too, is 
demonstrating leadership, not only for the women in her community but also for the men. 

And I think those are the types of solutions that we need more of—combatting hunger but also 
empowering women and girls so that we’re not only solving the challenge for today but hoping 
to prevent that challenge from becoming more pernicious in the future. This is work we believe 
in so strongly at the Foundation that it permeates other parts of our platform.  

Ken mentioned the Clinton Global Initiative. This year at the CGI meeting, I was proud to 
announce a new commitment by Hershey in partnership with the Ghana school feeding 
program. Hersey is going to provide an additional 7500 smallholder farmers with specialized 
training in the production of groundnuts, or peanuts, with an emphasis on engaging as many 
female farmers as possible. They’ve also committed to, at their own cost, constructing and 
maintaining a roasting facility until they can train the farmers in the roasting technology so that 
the farmers can then not only do the roasting but also themselves own the roasting facility, 
capturing more of the ultimate economics for themselves. Those nuts Hershey has pledged to 
buy to use in the creation of Vivi, a vitamin- and mineral-fortified protein snack that it produces 
locally in Ghana for use in the Ghana school feeding program. To me, that’s pretty remarkable 
because it’s empowering the Ghanaian farmers by helping them own more of their own 
economics, not only again for today but in a sustainable way for the future; because the Ghana 
school feeding program has committed to buying Vivi for at least a decade to come. 

And yet we know that we have more work to do in this country as well. And I don't think that 
we should have a moral equivalency about the various challenges that we face around the 
world, but I think we have to have a humility and an urgency about our own domestic food 



 WFP2015-2 Chelsea Clinton (Opening Remarks) - 5 

insecurity. I think it’s unconscionable that in the wealthiest country on earth, 14% of Americans 
are food insecure, 1 of 5 children is food insecure, and 1 of 3 Africa-American children is food 
insecure. That is unacceptable, particularly because in this country, due to the remarkable work 
by so many of the companies and organizations represented in this room today, we produce 
more than enough food to feed ourselves.  

We’re working on this challenge in a couple of ways. You heard Ken mention our program 
through the Alliance for a Healthier Generation, which is a partnership between the Clinton 
Foundation and the American Heart Association to help ensure that our children in American 
public schools get healthy, nutritious food and enough of it. So we work with schools so that 
they are more effectively using whatever their budgets may be to buy lunches that are healthy. 
We work with out-of-school programs like the Boys and Girls Club, so that they’re buying 
snacks that are healthy and nutritious and also have sufficient calories and the right calories for 
kids. And similarly, we’re working to build a whole ecosystem so that it’s not only when kids 
are in or out of school during the school year but also during the summer and on weekends. 
And we believe strongly in this work, because we can’t solve childhood obesity without also 
tackling the child nutrition challenges in this country. 

Through the Clinton Global Initiative, last year we also launched a call to action on this specific 
question—What can we do about food security here in the United States? And this year we 
learned some of the most interesting commitments to come out of that galvanizing effort. 
Admittedly, my favorite and the one I want to share with you this afternoon is called the Food 
Security Genome Project. It brings together a pretty remarkable array of anti-hunger and 
technology leaders, including Mission Measurement, the Safeway Foundation, General Mills, 
Tyson Foods, Heifer International, and Share Our Strength, around a pretty simple, albeit quite 
challenging, mission to aggregate and code an easily accessible, entirely publicly available 
platform of every single study and program ever done by the federal government, the state 
government, the local government, a company or an NGO, targeting hunger in the United 
States, ever.  

The effort’s being led on their own time by the Pandora engineers, the people that built the 
Pandora music platform, on the belief that, if we have a holistic dataset, a truly holistic dataset 
of what has worked and what hasn’t worked, we’ll have better predictive analytics about the 
cost and possible impact of new hunger and food security efforts in the future, so that hopefully 
we can all make decisions more quickly about where to invest our research dollars or our 
programmatic dollars and that those dollars will be more effectively and efficiently put to use. 
This effort is just beginning; they hope to have it completed in the next 18 months, and I hope 
that all of you will use it. 

And what that says to me is that we all need to reach out more to unlikely partners. We all need 
to understand what we don't know and what could better inform our work. And certainly that’s 
what we try to do at the Clinton Foundation by taking an ecosystem approach. That’s why I’m 
so thrilled that we’re talking about girls and women today. I was with the Borlaug-Ruan 
scholars that I mentioned earlier, and a young man from Arkansas—so admittedly my favorite 
person to ask a question—asked me, you know, “What do you think some of the major barriers 
are to female farming participation around the world?” And I said, “Well, some of them are 
probably the ones that you would think of—things like access to capital. If you’re not allowed to 
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take out a loan in a country, that’s a major barrier to your participation.” So, but sometimes we 
have to think beyond just what we already define as the value chain.” I said, “Another major 
barrier to female farming participation around the world is child marriage.” You know, in 
Malawi, until January, it was legal for a girl under the age of 18 to get married. So what that has 
meant is that historically, more girls under the age of 18 have gotten married than have gone to 
secondary school or gone to work in their family businesses, off to the family farms. 

So I think if we continue to think about what the barriers are to ensuring that we’re really 
solving food security challenges together, but also really what the opportunities are to find 
unlikely partners, like the Pandora music engineers, to help us solve those challenges, I have no 
doubt that we’ll get to the future that we want to see for all of our children. 

So thank you very much for having me. And, Ken, I’ve just been so grateful to have had this 
opportunity. 

______________________ 

 

Ambassador Quinn 

Thank you, Chelsea. Still hard for me to call you Chelsea. I should be calling you…  

Chelsea Clinton 

Everybody calls me Chelsea. 

Ambassador Quinn 

And thank you for a wonderful address and for highlighting all these issues. I was reminded—
you know, this is the same place where Bill Gates came here, and he talked about the same 
kinds of things that you just did about that the smallholder is the answer, not the problem, 
overseas, and educating the daughters and empowering those women farmers clearly is the key 
to that. So to see you here and with Sir Fazle from BRAC and the legacy from Dr. Borlaug, it all 
feels like the right things coming together at the right time. 

Yesterday the Lt. Governor was here, and we held what we call the Iowa Hunger Summit, and 
we talked about a lot of those same issues, and it’s wonderful. It was a bipartisan gathering and 
Democratic and Republican legislators and state office holders, and the Governor always comes. 
And we had about 780 people show up for the Iowa Hunger Summit. Different crowd—some 
people might be the same, addressing just those same very issues. So thank you for this 
wonderful start to our symposium. 

 


